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On January 29
th

, 2020 My class and I had the pleasure of traveling to Moody Gardens in 

Galveston, TX. Arriving around 10am, the day began the day with a behind-the-scenes look at 

the sting ray touch tank and a rousing game of “Let’s Make a Seal!” This gameshow-type 

activity tested the students’ knowledge of marine life, and as they correctly answered questions, 

they were given the chance to check behind curtains 1,2,or 3 to find the pieces of a seal model. 

This was so much fun, and we learned quite a bit!  

After the gameshow, everyone was given a tour of the aquarium pyramid where we got to 

participate in the sting ray, the crustacean, and the non-venomous jelly fish touch tanks! We 

learned how gentle these amazing marine creatures truly are. During our tour, we got to see how 

Moody Gardens partners with companies in the Gulf to safely use decommissioned oil rigs as 

artificial reefs in the “Rigs to Reefs” exhibit. We also got to peek into their newly designed 

“coral recovery” ward, where they are partnering with conservationists out of Florida to help 

heal damaged and diseased coral reefs.  

One of the highlights of the tour was the artic penguin habitat! We saw many different species of 

penguins, including the South Atlantic Humbolt, the Antarctic King, Emperor, and Macaroni 

penguins! We were able to observe them during their feeding and nesting time, which was great 

fun!  

We ended our day with a 40 minute documentary on the Chesapeake Bay region of the Atlantic 

Coast. The documentary was centered on the conservation of North American River Otters. We 

learned that fishing, trapping, and pollution can harm both their habitat and the otters themselves. 

The biologist and conservationist Jeff Corwin hosted the documentary, and everyone enjoyed it 

and learned from a lot.  

We had a marvelous time, and we cannot wait to go back next year!   


